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About Alvin lLustig

Graphi c and industrial designer, artist, architect and educator, Alvin Lustig
was born in Denver, Colorado and raised fromage five in Los Angeles. His
hybrid education included one year at Los Angel es Conmunity Col | ege and one at
the city's Art Center School, followed by independent study with both
architect Frank Lloyd Wight and artist Jean Charlot.

By 1937 Lustig opened in Los Angeles the first of a series of design offices
that he woul d occupy during his brief career. He began his professional work
wi th innovative graphic and typographic design for book publisher Ward
Ritchie, and for several local clients for whom he created stationery,
prograns and other printed pieces.

In 1944 Lustig relocated to New York and becane the Director of Visua

Research at Look Magazine, an affilliation which |asted for two years before
he returned to California and opened a design office in Beverly Hills. The

| ate 1940s saw the devel opnent of Lustig's architectural and interior design
practice, and a nunber of industrial design comrissions for |ighting fixtures,
fabrics and furniture. Lustig kept his hand in graphic design, continuing to
produce quantities of book jackets for the New Directions, Knopf and Noonday
presses during the 1940s and 50s, and covers for several periodicals including
Fortune magazi ne.

A move back to New York in 1950 brought a return to a concentration on graphic
design with projects for the Grl Scouts of America, Anerican Crayon Conpany,
VWi t ney Publications and Intercultural Publications, in addition to severa
museuns and art galleries.

Lustig's career as educator began with a teaching assignment at North
Carolina's Black Mountain College in the sunmer of 1945, and led to further
contracts with the Art Center School at Los Angeles and Yale University.

A one-man exhibition of Lustig's work was nounted by New York's A-D Gallery in
1949 and travelled to Wal ker Art Center in Mnneapolis; five years |later he
had conpletely lost his sight, a conplication of diabetes. Alvin Lustig died
in New York on Decenber 5, 1955, survived by his w dow El ai ne Firstenberg
Lustig, whom he had married in 1948.



ALVIN LUSTI G CO.LECTI ON

l. PHOTOGRAPHI C PORTRAI TS

Portraits of Lustig, ca. 1925-54

1. BIBLIOGRAPHI C FI LES

Witings by and about Lustig, 1943-84

[11. CLIENT PRQJECT FILES

Sanpl es and docunentation, 1938-55

Box 1

Box 1

Boxes 2-8

Page 4

Pages 5-6

Pages 7-15



PHOTOGRAPH C PORTRAI TS - Box 1

In New York Ofice
Unknown Locati on

In Beverly Hlls Ofice
In Look OFfice, New York

Chi | dhood Portrait, Los Angel es

1954

1949

1946

1944

ca. 1925

1

phot o
phot o
phot os
phot o

phot o



L. Bl BLI OGRAPHI C FILES - Box 1

Series consists of published articles and unpublished witings by and about
Lustig and his work; filed in chronol ogi cal order.

* indicates material filed in oversize box no. 8.

"Design and the ldea," by Alvin Lustig, reprinted fromWstern Adverti sing,
June 1943

"California: the Cultural Frontier,"” author unknown, typescript, 4 pages,
ca. 1946

"Alvin Lustig...a Young Man of the West," author unknown, typescript,
5 pages, 1946

"Alvin Lustig, Designer,"” in Interiors, July 1946(?)

"Modern Printed Fabrics," by Alvin Lustig, reprinted in Design, no. 43,
ca. 1948

"Alvin Lustig - Cover Designs," by CF.O darke, in Gaphis, vol. 4, no. 23
(1948)

M scel | aneous journal articles, ca. 1949

Untitled notes, re: desire to work in Israel, by Alvin Lustig, typescript,
3 pages, 1949

"The Designs of Alvin Lustig," by James Laughlin, in Publishers Wekly,
Novenber 5, 1949

"Alvin Lustig," by Jules Langsher, typescript, 3 pages, ca. 1950

"Alvin Lustig - Biographical Notes," author unknown, typescript, 4 pages,
1950

"Sone Notes on the History of the Book Jacket," by Edward Fenton, in
Publ i shers Wekly, February 10, 1951

"Alvin Lustig e la Sua Casa," in Domus, Novenber 1952

"Alvin Lustig: A Versatile Designer in the Visual Arts,"” by Claire Intie,
in Arerican Artist, Novenber 1952

"Alvin Lustig,"” by Colin Forbes, from unknown publication, ca. 1953

"The Lustig Portfolio, '53," by Jane Fiske Mtarachi, in Interiors, vol. 112,
no. 11 (June 1953)

"Om Anmeri kansk Form "™ in Form OCctober 1953
"Alvin Lustig," by CGeorgine Ceri, in Gaphis, ca. 1954

"What is a Designer?" in Type Tal ks, no. 76 (May-June 1954)



Publ i shed obituaries, 8 pieces, 1955
“I'n Memoriam Alvin Lustig," by James Laughlin, typescript, 3 pages, 1955

"Alvin Lustig, A Pure Singer of Design,"” by Katzum e Masaru, in G aphic
Design, no. 1 (1959)

Alvin Lustig Exhibition | abels, 6 pieces, 1977 *
Alvin Lustig Exhibition records, 4 pieces, 1977

"Alvin Lustig - The Designer as Teacher," by Bob Ml son, typescript, 2 pages,
1977 (located with 1977 exhibition |abels) *

Untitled Biographical Notes, by Ward Ritchie, manuscript, 5 pages, 1982

"The Graphic Art of Alvin Lustig,"” by David Davies, typescript, 39 pages
with 26 pages of related correspondence and notes, 1983-84

Bookj acket design inventories, conplier and date unknown, 15 pages



[11. CLIENT PRQJECT FILES -

Boxes 2-8

Series consists of finished sanples of Lustig s design work or docunentary

phot ographs of projects and are filed al phabetically by client.
pi eces are |lanmi nated, which is an indication of their
1977 show of Lustig' s work;

t he text

t he bi bliographic section of the archive.

* indicates material filed in oversize box 8

BOX 2
Abbey Bookbi nders

A-D Gal lery

Aircraft War Production
Council, Inc.

Al co Records

Lett er head

Lustig Exhibition
Desi gn and Tour

Di gest Cover

Record Al bum Cover

Allen Art Museum - see Cberlin College

Al ta Lodge

Ameri can Cont enporary
Gallery

Aneri can Crayon Conpany
Anerican Crayon Conpany
Ameri can Fabrics

Anmerican Institute of
Graphic Arts

Anerican Institute of
G aphic Arts

Art Digest

Art Teachers Associ ation
of Southern California

Bett's Honme Arts, Inc.

Beverly-Carlton Hote

Beverly Hills H gh Schoo

Ski Alta

Announcenent

Pr ospect us
Exhi bi t
Cover

Pr ospect us

Al GA Journal Cover

Cover

Progranms and
Announcenent s

Lett er head

Bui | di ng

Pr ogr ams

| abel s for

Many of the

bei ng exhibited in the

ca. 1939

1949-50

1943

ca. 1953

ca. 1940

1943

1953

1952

1951

1951

ca. 1950

1953

1939-47

ca. 1952

1947- 48

1939

PNNPFPWN
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that exhibit are filed with

pi ece
phot os
phot os *
negative
pi eces
articles
sketch *

pi ece

pi eces *

pi ece

pi ece

pi eces
phot os
pi eces *

pi ece

pi ece

pi ece

pi eces

pi eces

phot os
articles

pi eces



BOX 2, continued

Bever|y-Landau Apartnents
Bohem an Di stributing Co.
Book Stall, The

Cannon Electric

Capital Records

Charl es, Ben

Charl es, Ben

Charles, Ben

Chot ner & Gunbi ner
Ceneral Contractors

Cl BA Phar maceutica
Products, Inc.

Coast Records - see Capita
Col gat e Toot hpaste

Col ton Press, Inc.

Conf erence Press, The

Consol i dat ed Vacuum
Cor porati on

Cont ai ner Corporation
of America

Cooper, Gl bert

Cowl es Magazi nes, Inc.
Cushman & Wakefield, Inc.
Desi gn Proj ect

Desi gn Publ i shi ng Conpany

East on and Whal en
Modern Interiors

Factor, Monte

Bui | di ng

Bohemi an Life
Letterhead

Kill the Criticals
Record Al bum Cover
Cei ling Light Design
Resi dence

Chai r

Lett erhead Designs

Fi | m Bookl et

Recor ds
Package Desi gn

9th Graphic Arts
Pr oducti on Year book

Letterhead and Label

Bookl et

Adverti sement

Letterhead
Lett er head
375 Park Avenue

Announcenent

Desi gn Cover and |ssue

Letterhead

Store and G aphic
Desi gns

Fi scher, Hel ene - see Hastings House

1947- 48

1940

ca. 1940

ca. 1943

ca. 1947

1946

1946

1946

ca. 1949

1953

ca. 1953

1950

ca. 1940

1954

1953

ca. 1939

ca. 1944

ca. 1955

ca. 1940

1946

ca. 1939

1947

phot os
pi eces
pi ece
pi eces *
pi eces *
pi eces *
phot os
phot os

pi eces *

pi eces

phot o

pi eces

pi eces

pi eces *

pi eces

pi ece
pi ece
pi eces *
pi ece
pi eces
pi ece
phot o

pi eces
articles



BOX 2, continued

Ford Foundation - see Intercultural Publications

Fortune Magazi ne
Fortune Magazi ne

Fortune Magazi ne

Grl Scouts of the United

States of America

d obe Col | apsi bl e Tube
Cor poration

Good, Andrew

Got ham Book Mart Press

Cover
Cover
Article on Watches

Cat al ogues and
Pr ogr anms

Cover
G eeting Card
and Design

Bookj ackets by
Alvin Lustig

Gruen, Victor - see also Northland Shoppi ng Center

Gruen, Victor

Harris, Mirry

Hassett, Jack B

Hasti ngs House

Hayden Society, Inc.

Haynes Foundati on

Her zog Lumber and Door
Conpany

Hol I'i day, Edith Mae

Home Facts, Inc.

BOX 3

Institute of Jew sh
Educati on

I ntercul tural Publications

Intercul tural Publications

Letterhead and Label

G eeting Card
Announcenent
Skiing...East and West
Record Al bum Covers

Met ropol i tan
Los Angel es
Letterhead

Lett er head

Lett er head

Bui | di ng Desi gn

Di ogenes

Per spectives USA

1952

1946

ca. 1946

1953- 55

1953

ca. 1939

1947

ca. 1950

ca. 1939

n. d.

1946

1952-54

1949

ca. 1940

ca. 1939

1952

1949

1952

1952

=W

e

pi eces

pi eces

pi eces

pi eces

pi ece

pi eces

vol unme

pi eces
pi eces
pi ece
vol une
pi eces

vol ume
pi ece

pi ece

pi ece

pi ece

phot os
article

vol une
pi eces
phot o

vol umre
phot os



BOX 3, continued

I nterstate Managenent
Cor poration

Jacobson & Sons, Inc.

Kittell Mffler and
Manuf act uri ng Conpany

Knoll (H G) Associates

Knopf (Alfred A), Inc.

Knopf (Alfred A), Inc.

Lang, Paul

Lansi ng (James B.)
Sound, Inc.

Laverne Originals

Leads (D.M), Inc.

Li ghtolier
Li ghtolier
Li ghtolier
Li ghtolier

Look Magazi ne

Look Magazi ne

Look Magazi ne

Look Magazi ne

Los Angeles (City of)
Housi ng Authority

Announcenent ,
Card and Letterhead

Adverti senments

Cat al ogue

Adverti senments

Covers

Monsi eur Teste
by Val ery
Monorail Toy Train

Cat al ogue

Fabric Design

Letterhead and Card
New Years Cards
Show oom Desi gn

Cat al ogues #13- 16,
and Cover

Li ghting Fixture

Vi sua
Communi cati ons Cover

St af f

O fice Design

Lett er head

Homes for Heroes
(Annual Report)

1938

1947

1943

1945

1947-55

1947

ca. 1947

1949

1946- 47

ca. 1952

1954- 55

1953

1952

1952-53

1945

1944- 45

1944

ca. 1946

1942

3

3

2

3
8

pi eces

pi eces *

pi eces

pi eces
pi eces *

15 pi eces

1

1
2
1

7

phot o
vol ume
phot os
pi ece
pi eces *
pi eces
phot os
pi eces
pi eces
pi eces
phot os

pi eces

phot os *

pi ece

pi eces *

13 phot os

3
2

1

1

phot os *
articles

pi ece

vol une



Lusti g,

Lusti g,
Lusti g,
Lusti g,

Lusti g,

Lusti g,

Lusti g,

Lusti g,

Lusti g,

Lusti g,

Lusti g,

Lusti g,

Lusti g,

Lusti g,

Lusti g,

Mai x, L. Anton

Al vin

Al vin

Al vin

Al vin

Al vin, 1950 Exhibition - see Perls Gllery

Al vin

Al vin

Al vin

Al vin

Al vin

Al vin

Al vin

Al vin

Al vin

Al vin

Sara Belle

Manhei m Henry L.

Mast er set Brushes,

McKi nney, Rol and

I nc.

O fice, New York

O fice, Los Angel es

Ofice, Beverly Hills

O fice, New York

Mai | i ng Label

Wal |l Relief Scul pture

Garden Scul pture
Concrete Pavillion
Desi gn

Li ghting Fi xture
Desi gns

Li ghting Fixture

Abstract Paintings

Type Ornament Designs

Pronpti onal Sheets,
Br ochures and
Announcenent s

M scel | aneous
Sket ches

Di spl ay of Work
Copi es of Sketches
at Archives of
Anerican Art

G eeting Card
Fabri c Designs
Letterhead

Letterhead
and W apper

Lett er head

1952

1947-51

1946
1943-45

1952

1950

1949

1949

ca. 1948

1947

ca. 1946-47

ca. 1939

ca. 1938-41

ca. 1939

1949

ca. 1940

ca. 1950

ca. 1940

phot os
transp.
phot os
transp.
phot os *

NN OIN O

phot os
phot os *

b

1 piece

2 phot os

6 phot os
1 photo *

4 phot os
9 pieces *
1 photo
2 pieces *
2 pieces *
5 pi eces

5 pieces

9 pieces *

1 photo

26 pi eces

1 piece
2 phot os
1 piece

3 pieces

1 pi ece



BOX 4, continued
Menasco Manufacturing Adverti senent and ca. 1942 1 photo
Conpany Package Desi gns 1 piece
Men's Reporter Cover 1945 1 piece
Meri di an Books - see Noonday Press
Met r opol i tan Museum of Art Cat al ogue Cover 1951 1 piece
M1 er Company, The Adverti sements ca. 1950 9 pi eces
Moore, WIliam Letterhead ca. 1940 1 pi ece
Mur phy (Stanley P.) Letterhead and Card ca. 1940 4 pieces
Conpany
Museum of Modern Art Cat al ogues and 1953- 54 5 pieces
Invitation
New Di recti ons Cover Designs 1950- 53 17 pieces
Cover Designs 1946- 49 67 pieces
Cover Designs 1940- 45 17 pi eces
New Di recti ons Bread in the 1952 3 pieces *
W | derness by Merton 4 photos *
New Di recti ons The Roman Spring 1950 3 pieces
of Ms. Stone
by WIlians
New Di recti ons 3 Tragedi es by Lorca 1949 2 pieces
New Di recti ons New World Priner 1947 1 vol ume
by Cornel |
New Di recti ons New Directions 8 1944 1 piece *
New Di recti ons New O assics ca. 1944 1 piece *
New Di recti ons Sel ect ed Poens by 1941 1 vol ume
RakowsKki
BOX 5
Noonday Press/Meridi an Cover Designs 1952- 55 64 pieces
Books
Noonday Press Label and 1953 2 pieces
Adverti senent
Nort hl and Shoppi ng Cent er G aphi cs 1952 8 phot os
7 slides
1 article



BOX 5, continued

Qoerlin College,
Allen Art Miuseum

Pacific Arts Association
Paci fi c Sout hwest Acadeny

Par anmobunt Furniture
Manuf act uri ng Conpany

Perls (Frank) Gallery

Raynmond and Raynond
Gal lery

Reporter Publications, Inc.

Reporter Publications, Inc.

Ritchie, Ward

Ritchie, Ward

Ritchie, Ward

Ritchie, Ward

Ritchie, Ward

Ritchie, Ward

Ritchie, Ward (?)

Rosner, Charles - see Sylvan

Rot er on Conpany
Rot h, Louis

Roth (Louis) C othes

Cat al ogue

Program
Cities Are For People
Chai r

I nvitations

Announcenent

O fice Design

Gentry Letterhead

CGhost in the Underbl ows

by Fi sher

Ghost in the Underbl ows

(unbound sheet s)

Words and Their
Meani ngs by Huxl ey

Robi nson Jeffers
by Van Wck

Robi nson Jeffers
(unbound sheet s)

Scrapbook of Art cover

Phil ately in Europe
cover

Press
Hel i copt er
House design

Letterhead

1942

1942

1942

1949

1950

1941

1945

ca. 1945

1940

1940

1940

1938

1938

ca. 1938

ca. 1938

1945

1949

ca. 1949

1 piece

1 piece
1 volune

phot os
phot os *
pi eces
cat al og

P DNDNN

(6]

pi eces

1 piece

phot os
phot os *
negative
transp.
articles

NWWN

N

pi eces

1 vol une

19 pi eces

1 piece

1 vol une

5 pi eces

1 piece

1 piece

1 photo
5 phot os

2 pieces



BOX 6., continued

Rounce and Coffin C ub

Russi an Anerican Actors
Mutual A d Society

Ruzi ecki, F.G
Sanuel s, Ral ph
Screen Actors Cuild
Segal, WIIliam

Sel i gmann (Jacques)
Gl leries

Sheel a' s
Sheel a' s

Soci ety of Contenporary
Desi gners

Soci ety of Industria
Desi gners

Spohn, Stan

Squi bb

Stanford University Press

St endahl, Al fred
St endahl Galleries
St ruct on

Syl van Press, Ltd.

Unknown C i ent
Unknown Clients

Uni ted Productions
of Anmerica

Van Buskirk Studio of
Interior Design

Announcement

Br oadsi de

Fol der
Letterhead
Adverti senent
Apartnent Design

Fol der

St ore Design
Letterhead
Announcenent

I ndustrial Design
in Arerica 1954

Letterhead and Card

Mai | ers and
Br oadsi de

Native Arts of the
Nor t hwest

Greeting Card
Announcenent s
Letterhead and Card

The Gomh of the
Bookj acket by Rosner

Bi I | board Desi gn
Lett er head

Letterhead and Card

Announcenent

Wal ker Art Center - see A-D Gallery

1940

1941

ca. 1938

ca. 1940

n. d.

1952

1955

1947

ca. 1947

1950

1954

ca. 1940

ca. 1954

1947

ca. 1940

1940

ca. 1940

1954

1952

ca. 1940

ca. 1947

1941

1 piece

1 piece

1 pi ece
2 pieces
1 piece
15 phot os

1 piece

5 phot os
1 pi ece

pi ece
article

vol une
negative
pi eces

NP

2 pieces

4 pieces

3 phot os

1 pi ece
2 pieces
5 pi eces

1 vol une

1 photo
6 pieces

3 pieces

1 piece



BOX 7
Warnow ( Mark) Misic Sheet Music Covers 1947- 48 6 pieces
WAt | i ng and Company Qui de to Contenporary 1951 1 vol ume
Architecture in
Southern California

Wi ss (Henry) Studio, Inc. St or ef r ont 1947 1 photo

West ern Cont ract Lett erhead ca. 1946 2 pieces
Manuf acturers, Inc.

Wal en, Al yne Letterhead ca. 1940 1 pi ece

Whal en, Ayne - see al so Easton and Whal en

VWi t ney Publications, Inc. I ndustrial Design 1954 1 vol ume
3 pieces
2 phot os
Wi t ney Publications, Inc. I ndustrial Design ca. 1953 3 pieces
Letterhead
Wi t ney Publications, Inc. Franci s de N. Schroder 1953 1 vol une
2 pieces
VWi t ney Publications, Inc,. Anatony for Interior ca. 1947 2 pieces
Desi gners Cover
Wi t ney Publications, Inc. Interiors Cover 1946 1 photo
W1 hei m Paul Apart nment Design 1954 20 phot os
24 negs.
8 negs.

4 articles

Witers Roundtable, Inc. Letterhead ca. 1939 2 pieces



